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great opinions, in which he held that the college
charter was a contract within the meaning of the
Constitution, and that the acts of the New Hamp-
shire Legislature impaired this contract, and were
therefore void. To this decision four judges as-
sented in silence, although Story and Washington
subsequently wrote out opinions. Judge Todd
was absent, through illness, and Judge Duyall dis-
sented. The immediate effect of the decision was
to leave the college in the hands of the victorious
Federalists. In the precedent which it estab-
lished, however, it had much deeper and more
far-reaching results. It brought within the scope
of the Constitution of the United States every
charter granted by a State, limited the action of
the States in a most important attribute of sover-
eignty, and extended the jurisdiction of the high-
est federal court more than any other judgment
ever rendered by them. From the day when it
was announced to the present time, the doctrine of
Marshall in the Dartmouth College case has con-
tinued to exert an enormous influence, and has
been constantly sustained and attacked in litiga-
tion of the greatest importance,

The defendant Woodward having died, Mr.
Webster moved that the judgment be entered
nunc pro tune. Pinkney and Wirt objected on
the ground that the other causes on the docket
contained additional facts, and that no final judg-
ment shpuld be entered until these causes had